
instructor/facilitator

Brunel University London, 2011–2013:  
a course for postgrads, Shakespeare  
the Collaborator.

The Understanders & the Shakespeare  
Close Readers, 2005 to present:  
three- to six-month discussions  
of selected Shakespeare plays.

Santa Fe Community College, New Mexico: 
electronic typography.

Center for Creative Imaging in Camden, 
Maine: graphic design.

Santa Rosa Junior College, California:  
1981–1991 teaching traditional and  
then electronic design and typography.

Ongoing private and corporate training, 
including for Adobe and Google.

workshops & presentations

Professional speaker for more than 
twenty-five years, speaking and 
teaching to groups of 15 to 3000.

Speaker, invited by Mark Rylance, at 
the Authorship  Conference at 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre in London: 
2003, 2004, 2005, 2009.

Shakespeare at Sea: teaching Shakespeare 
on two Caribbean cruises with the 
Ashland Oregon Shakespeare Festival; a 
transatlantic cruise with the Smithsonian. 
The cruise was my idea, effected by Neil 
Bauman, Insight Cruises.

awards & honors

Distinguished Scholarship Award from 
Concordia University in Portland,  
Oregon, 2009.

Distinguished Scholar recognition from  
California Polytechnic State University,  
San Luis Obispo, California, 2008.

Lifetime Achievement Award from  
Peachpit Press/Pearson, 2006.

Distinguished Alumna recognition from  
Ohlone Community College,  
Fremont, California, 1998.

Davey Awards for The Shakespeare Papers, 
2008, 2009.

Numerous awards for my computer and 
design books published by Peachpit 
Press/Pearson Education.

education

Ph.D. in English (Shakespeare) at  
Brunel University London, 2014.

M. A. in Shakespeare Studies at  
Brunel University London, 2010.

Summer Shakespeare programs through 
U. C. Berkeley at Oxford University, 
England, 2005 and 2008.

Numerous Shakespeare workshops  
at St. John’s  College in Santa Fe,  
1996–2010.

A.A. degree in Graphic Design,  
Santa Rosa Junior College, ca, 1981.

publications

Shakespeare Readers’ Editions: 
Shakespeare plays edited and 
designed specifically for adults reading 
aloud in community. 

Shakespeare Synopsis: Small booklets 
designed for perusal before watching 
a performance or reading a play aloud. 

Know-it-All Shakespeare: contributor,  
Ivy Press, U.K., 2015.

Sweet Swan of Avon: Did a Woman 
Write Shakespeare: 2006; this  
book has won several awards.

The Shakespeare Papers: Shakespeare  
by Design, a wee bit at a time,  24 
20-page booklets published bimonthly 
(a project I hope to come back to).

I have written, designed, indexed,  
and produced more than seventy-
five books about graphic design, 
typography, web design, Macintosh 
computers, and technology, most 
of which are award winning and 
bestsellers in their categories,  
such as The Little Mac Book,  
The Robin Williams Mac OS X Book,  
The Non-Designer’s Design Book,  
The Non-Designer’s Presentation Book, 
Robin Williams Design Workshop.

I have written dozens of articles on 
typography and graphic design for 
magazines and web sites and have  
been a columnist in a number of  
national magazines.

ROBIN WILLIAMS, Ph.D.
7 Sweet Swan Lane
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508
505.424.7926 

dearrobin@me.com
robin@InternationalShakespeare.center

bio

I completed my Ph.D. at Brunel University 
London. My research interests lie 
in the history and future of reading 
Shakespeare aloud in families and 
communities, as well as authorship  
and collaboration, women reading, 
history of the book, editorial practice, 
prosody and meter, rhetoric, the 
humours, death, and community. 

Having led a variety of Shakespeare 
reading groups for two decades, I now 
teach others how to start their own 
reading circles and am developing a line 
of products, both online and material, 
 to help facilitate adult reading groups. 

I have a wide range of skills in various 
areas of computer technology, writing 
(technical, academic, and general), 
graphic design and production, 
typography, presentation design, public 
speaking, research, as well as teaching, 
event planning, mosaic art, paleography, 
paper making, book making, pie making. 
And I have three amazing grown 
children.

currently

In 2015 I co-founded the International 
Shakespeare Center Santa Fe. I am  
a board member and am currently 
developing an ISC National Reading 
Initiative to rekindle the historic 
tradition of adults reading Shakespeare 
out loud and in community, a tradition 
that—until the mid twentieth century—
was responsible for embedding 
Shakespeare in the popular culture and 
providing a passionately interested 
audience for performance. (The Folgers 
met at a Shakespeare reading group.)

My primary focus is iReadShakespeare.org, 
a division of the ISC that provides 
encouragement and support for people 
reading the plays out loud together. This 
includes the production of the play texts 
in Readers’ Editions.

I am also on the board of Theatre Santa Fe, 
helping to make theatre a more visible 
presence in our town. 


